Rome,24 février 1609. Bellarmin a un gentilhomme E"ooesaie. 846

/ (""%Upon the 24" of February anno Domini 1609 Cardinal Bellarmine
gave this resolution by order of hia Holiness to a certain Scot-
tish gentleman that come to Rome in thé name of a certain noble-
man of that kingdom to demand some dispensation or toleration, if

JNit were possible, for going to protestant churches. In which reso-
lution the first point was this, that the mattar was not dispen-
sable being prohibited lure divino, and consequently neither dis-
pensation nor toleration might be granted. The seoond point was,
that any priest might absolve them that did so fall, i1f they pro-
mised to nbstain for thé timo to come,as in other sins. The third
point, that men might go tu such churches for mere temperai offi-
ces of affairs, as carrying thé sword before thé Kking Rt the f?ke,
so they went no further, not stayed longer,than thé necessity of

their said offices required.” )

From contemporary copy in Ma.303 in thé Arch.Coll.Angl. cfF.
Douai Diaries. App-XXVIII et XXIX.



